UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 


AD501573 

CLASSIFICATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release;  distribution  is 
unlimited. 


FROM: 

Distribution  authorized  to  U.S.  Gov't,  agencies 
and  their  contractors ; 

Administrative/Operational  Use;  10  FEB  1969. 
Other  requests  shall  be  referred  to  Assistant 
Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development  (Army) , 
Washington ,  DC  20310. 


_ AUTHORITY _ 

AGO  D/A  ltr  dtd  29  Apr  1980;  AGO  D/A  ltr  dtd  29 
Apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 


THIS  REPORT  HAS  BEEN  DELIMITED 
AND  CLEARED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE. 

UNDER  DOD  DIRECTIVE  5200,20  AND 

NO  RESTRICTIONS  ARE  IMPOSED  UPON 
ITS  USE  AND  DISCLOSURE, 

DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  A 

APPROVED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE; 

t 

DISTRIBUTION  UNLIMITED, 


SECURITY 

MARKING 


The  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  oe  related  thereto. 


DISCLAIMER 


THIS  DOCUMENT  IS  BEST 
QUALITY  AVAILABLE.  THE  COPY 
FURNISHED  TO  DTIC  CONTAINED 
A  SIGNIFICANT  NUMBER  OF 
PAGES  WHICH  DO  NOT 
REPRODUCE  LEGIBLY. 


AD  501578 


m  /b 


CONFIDENTIAL 


\ 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
_  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20310 


IN  REPLY  REFER  TO 


J  ‘I 


QX>- - -w  l 

AGAM-P  (M)  (24  Apr  6990R(qT- UT--69J15>/  .29  April  -1-969 

-  -HHV  }  i^)‘  . - — — 

SUBJECT  ,_^jtotract  of  Operational  Re^>rt»;-y  Lessons  ^earned,  {Headquarters, 

17th  Ml  #a  1 

January  1969  CUT  '  7~~- ' 

^  .  ■  v  ;  f  i  ^  v  »  +  Vr 0 

■This  docent  ^ 

pete°3°  ,fT^  ”•  t;:  ■  .**«**“  T 

EspiO«0»  WvJ  T  >  i'.  ■  •;  ,v,n,iv:d  V:7  l»- 

Its  tT6D0mi  l^v,or^--^  • 

1.  Extract  from  sub$b|^ere£®r^i15forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective 
actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  0T  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch, 
within  90  days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 


>cument  -  *^5  and  794. 

of  1*o  -r;,  *  0  ,  ^ion  '  -ts  in  any 


ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY; 


■JmI 


\fa.K'X  f-j-  ^  *<•  '  ^  ^  jj  "At  '  L‘ 

Ur  dfLsvdLft’  & 

i/e'xtxtutu  n  1 


<t, 

/■  v  i"  ' 


1  Ti... 


<<KC. 


1  Incl 


KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 


Per 


1 9 1969 


Regraded  unclassified  when  separated 
from  classified  inciosure. 


//j  'J  i [  6 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


WGD-G  10  February  1 969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  7th  Amorcd  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-63  (Rl)  (U) 

2,  (C)  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Commander’s  Observations,  Evaluations 

and  Recoi.t’cndatif  ns .  "  ~ 


a.  Personnel, 

(1)  (U)  Rotational  DPR  CO  Hump  Month. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  Squadron  experienced  a  January  DEROS  hunp  of 
enlisted  personnel  assigned  to  the  Squadron. 


(b)  EFALUATIOi! :  The  DEROS  hump  was  caused  primarily  through  an  infusion 
progr.ua  with  the  7th  Squadron,  1st  Air  Cavalry.  The  DLRCS  of  personnel  from 
the  7/lst  Cav  occurred  idth  in  the  la  st  week  of  January.  The  infusion  program 
and  January  DEROS  huap  was  reduced  considerably  through  command  emphasis  within 
the  entire  Squadron  to  offer  extensions  and  explaining  the  advantages  available 
through  extension.  Personal  interviews  were  conducted  by  all  the  commanders 
and  the  results  were  noted  by  a  sizeable  number  of  EM  extending  for  six  months 
or  shorter  periods  of  tine  to  take  advantage  of  the  RAR  and  30  day  special 
leave  policy,  and  the  Arny-iri.de  ^-months  early-out  program. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  All  units  closely  screen  personnel  idth  rotational 
dates  within  DERCS  hump  months  to  influence  these  personnel  to  extend  and 
benefit  through  extension  advantages. 

(d)  COjliAilD  ACTION:  This  program  has  been  implemented  idthin  thi3 
Squadron. 


(2)  (U)  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  Officer  Infusion  Program. 


(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  1st  Aviation  Brigade  initiated  a  program  idtldn 

the  command  for  the  Air  Cavalry  Squadrons’  officers  to  be  branch  material  and 
cavalry  oriented.  I 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  Squadron  was  to-irifuse  22  officers  and  warrant 
officers  with  Aviation  elements  within  the  command  for  like  qualified  Armor 
officers.  Branch  material  positions  were  filled  idth  Armor  officers.  Four 
officers  submitted  requests  for  brach  transfers  to  the  Armor  branch  to  remain 
with  the  Squadron,  Most  of  the  officers  wore  transferee!  to  other  aviation 
units  because  of  DEROS  hump  months,  but  were  replaced  idth  newly  assigned 
Amor  aviators  in-country.  Six  of  these;  diverted  replacements  have  net 
reported  to  the  Squadron, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  All  non-Armor  aviators  that  are  to  be  assigned, 
branch  immaterial,  to  Cavalry  Squadrons  be  requested  to  apply  for  Branch 
transfers  before  assignment.  Replacements  for  infused  officer  personnel 
report  before  departure  of  presently  assigned  officer  to  properly  allow  for 
an  overlap  period  and  training  cycle. 


(d)  COMMAND  ACTIGi:  The  above  rcccnmcndatinn  has  been  discussed  with  all 
couiandors  to  insure  it  continues  to  function  as  described. 
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(3)  (u)  Shortage  of  U9J20  Personnel. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  A  shortage  of  Armament  Repairmen,  MCS  series  ld>J20, 
exists  within  this  S qua dr on - 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Since  this  Squadron  became  equipped  with  the  All -25, 
several  cliangea  have  been  effected.  Pilot  transition  is  certainly  a  critical 
problem;  however,  enlisted  an, lament  transition  and  refresher  training  i3 
clearly  imperative  to  insure  the  weapons  platoons  remain  effective.  The  new 
MTOE  for  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop  authorizes  three  E-5,  four  L-U,  and  on  E-3 

in  the  k$J  scries  VI OS.  One  solution  to  the  problem  is  tc  select  an  intelligent 
individual  possessing  an  MOS  not  nearly  so  critical  and  have  him  OJT  with  the 
troop's  experienced  armorers.  After  sixty  da^c,  if  the  individual  proves 
productive,  the  commander  can  award  the  h5>J  MOS.  Additionally,  the  troop 
c ;m  request  an  allocation  for  enlisted  armorer  refresher  training  through 
the  /ARTS  program.  This  one  training  week  will  completely  round  out  the 
individual's  OJT  experiences.  Thus,  within  less  than  ninety  days  a  fully 
trained  armament  repairmen  is  produced.  In  view  of  the  promotion  system 
afforded  the  troop  commander  by  the  MICE,  these  soldiers  can  bo  motivated 
easily,  i.e.  begin  a  tour  in  RVN  as  a  NFC  and  leave  as  a  SP$,  If  the  troop 
caainnder  selects  individuals  for  the  OJT  program  irith  DERCS  dates  about  3 
to  3  wee’es  apart,  a  c  ntinous  program  is  easily  put  into  effect. 

(c)  RECOMMENDS!  (SI :  Units  With  a  shortage  of  U£j  personnel  sliould  adopt 
a  program  such  as  tun  one  described  above  until  the  CONUS  replacements  arrive 
in  sufficient  numbers. 

(d)  COMH'i’D  ACTION:  This  program  lias  been  thoroughly  discussed  with  all 
co;.a, lenders,  operations  officers,  maintenance  officers,  and  weapons  platoon 
leaders.  The  results  have  been  satisfactory.  Additionally,  the  program  affords 
the  commander  flexibility;  as  the  supply  of  school  trained  personnel  increased 
from  CONUS,  the  OJT  program  is  decreased. 

b.  Operations . 

.  (1)  (C)  Convoy  escort  teclmiques  and  enemy  mines. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  eneny  repeatedly  employs  mines  along  the  shoulder 
of  the  roads, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  During  November,  D  Troop's  mission  consisted  of  escorting 
the  daily  convoys  from  LZ  Marylou  to  the  Polci  Xleng  CIDG  Camp.  The  ccnvoy 
formation  consisted  of  a  lead  scout  jeep  with  W-60  IC  and  radios,  a  second 
scout  jeep  without  radios,  a  command  jeep,  the  main  body  of  the  convoy,  a 
106em  recoiles3  rifle  jeep,  a  30  cal  MG  gun  jeep,  an  ACAV  and  finally  a  rear 
scout  jeep.  The  convoy  generally  moved  at  between  13  to  20  MKI  with  a  20 
meter  interval  between  vehicles.  Initially  the  straitfvt  lime  formation  was 
used  but  because  of  a  natural  tendency  to  move  towards  the  shoulders  of  the 
road,  particularity  on  curves,  two  truclic  were  destroyed  during  the  first  few 
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days  of  operations  by  nines*  However,  it  was  determined  that  by  staggering 
the  escort  jeeps,  one  on  each  side  of  the  road,  most  mines  could  be  located. 
The  mines  in  the  center  of  the  road  are  relatively  easily  detected.  By 
staggering  the  escort  jeeps,  the  scouts  can  devote  their  entire  attention  to 
one  specific  area,  namely  their  respective  side  of  the  road  and  not  the 
entire  road  thus  increasing  the  chances  of  mine  detection.  Also  the  escort 
commanding  officer  has  included  in  his  convoy  leader  briefing  that  the  main 
body  of  the  convoy  must  stay  in  the  center  of  the  road  way  as  much  as  possible. 
Additionally,  the  distance  between  the  lead  jeeps  has  been  increased  to  about 
$0  meters  to  provide  for  better  dust  separation  and  weapons  employment  areas. 
While  in  a  turn  or  passing  a  bank,  gunners  concentrate  weapons  on  the  critical 
ar~as  and  the  escorts  slow  their  speed  to  increase  observation.  If  the  convoy 
receives  fire,  the  speed  is  immediately  increased  and  no  vehicle  should  stop 
unless  forced  to  do  so. 


(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  All  other  convoy  escort  organizations  in  the  central 
highlands  consider  er,iploynent  of  the  techniques  described  above. 

(d)  CCMMAND  ACTION:  D  Troop  commander  has  incorporated  the  above  lessons- 
leamed  into  all  troop  in-country  training  for  replacements. 

(2)  (C)  Artillery  Night  Program. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  effectiveness  of  night  artillery  firing  can  not  be 
over  emphasized.  Recently  air  cavalry  elements  have  detected  several  areas 
obviously  used  as  enemy  night  rest  locations.  Night  artillery  H  St  I  fires 
have  been  directed  into  these  areas  with  impressive  results. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Recent  Air  Cavalry  operations,  particularlly  in  the  DAK 
PAYOU  valley  area,  ('VC  Valley'  south  of  An  Khe)  have  noted  several  recently 
used  enemy  night  locations.  It  was  finally  determined  that  when  a  comparatively 
small  enemy  unit  moves  through  an  area  it  will  generally  use  the  same  night 
locations  as  its  predecessors.  The  night  locations  are  often  near  rivers  where 
fish  traps  can  net  a  quick  breakfast  for  the  small  force.  The  aero-sccuts 
discovered  the  pattern  and  the  liaison  officers  began  to  develop  a  night  program 
by  recording  on  a  separate  map  plots  cf  these  night  locations  as  they  viere 
reported.  Additionally  the  scouts  provided  a  suggested  time  for  the  artillery 
fire  based  on  their  knowledge  of  observed  enemy  movement  and  terrain  analysis. 
When  the  daily  operations  were  concluded  the  liaison  officer  would  coordinate 
with  tlie  artillery  liaison  officer  and  the  S-2  to  develop  the  time  schedule 

for  the  artillery  H  &  I  fires.  Generally,  the  eneny  night  locations  are  not 
near  friendly  locations  thus  3"  and  17$rrri  guns  are  most  often  employed.  These 
weaponsj  however,  are  best  suited  for  this,  mission  as  their  area  coverage  is 
relatively  larger  than  tlie  smaller  guns.  Initially  the  program  was  not  success¬ 
ful  because  the  H  &  I  fires  were  struck  at  2300H  aid  OhOCH  only,  but  by  using 
the  time  estimates  of  the  scouts  more  impressive  results  were  obtained.  During 
early  morning  sweeps  following  the  artillery  fires  the  scouts  began  to  discover 
fish  nets  still  in  position,  sleeping  mats  hastily  abandoned,  significant 
amounts  of  enemy  equipment  ( such  as  helrJ  +-s)  remaining  in  the  night  locations. 
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plus  blcod  trails.  The  aero-rifle  platoon  has  been  inserted  into  these  areas 
and  confirmed  these  findings  ot»d  has  confiscated  the  equipment. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  That  other  air  and  ground  organizations  consider  this 
artillery  night  program  /which  appearc  to  add  depth  to  the  H  &  I  firing  program. 
Additionally,  suggest  that  aircraft  discoveries  of  night  locations  be  passed 
into  the  local  artillery  channels  for  action.  The  critical  elements  of  the 
program  are:  the  time  estimates,  pin-point  location  of  targots,  and  the  sudden 
and  violent  artillery  attack  with  'fire-cracker1  ammunition  or  VT. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  This  lesson-learned  has  been  thoroughly  discussed 
x/itliin  this  command  and  troops  nonoperating  in  other  geographical  areas  arc 
now  beginning  to  suggest  an  artillery  night  program  to  the  supported  Infantry 
Brigades . 

(3)  (C)  Air  Cavalry  Employment  with  LRPs, 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  employment  of  an  air  cavaliy  force  to  react  and  to 
capitalize  on  information  obtained  by  a  LRP  term  can  prove  to  be  a  successful 
operation. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  While  operating  in  support  of  Task  Force  Winner,  air 
cavalry  elements  were  assigned  the  mission  of  reconnoitering  a  small  area  and 
of  inserting  its  organic  infantry  to  extract  an  extensive  rice  cache  discovered 
by  a  LRP  team  from  Company  E,  20th  Infantry  (LRP).  Since  the  20th  Infantry 
controlled  the  area  of  operations  (AO)  and  because  their  commander  flew  in  the 
cavalry  C&C  aircraft,  clearance  to  fire  could  be  obtained  ii.iadiately.  Generally, 
a  LRP  team  will  operate  in  an  area  for  five  days  but  only  move  about  nine 
kilometers  during  this  entire  time.  A  team  had  discovered  the  rice  caches 
located  in  several  small  extreioely  uell-caraouflaged  huts  in  a  rather  unsecure 
area.  In  view  of  extensive  enemy  contact  other  LRPs  had  experienced  in  the 
surrounding  liighlands,  the  air  cavalry  scouts  provided  m  extensive  reconnaisc- 
mce  to  include  reconnaissance  by  fire  beginning  at  first  light,  then  after 
fourty-five  minutes,  the  aero-rifle  platoon  was  inserted  with  the  LRP  team  who 
served  as  guides.  A  general  ground  sweep  of  the  area  by  the  force  discovered 
that  the  enemy  has  cached  several  times  more  rice  than  indicated  in  original 
estimates.  The  Squadron  reacted  to  the  now  findings  by  inserting  an  additional 
platoon  of  D  Troop.  The  acro-riflc  platoon  from  another  air  cavalry  troop  was 
also  inserted  and  the  cavalry  liaison  officer  in  the  supported  infantry 
brigade  arranged  for  one  platoon  of  RFPFs  to  be  inserted.  Terrain  proved  to  be 
the  largest  impediment}  however,  the  aero-scouts  would  direct  each  platoon  to 
the  rice  collection  ufro'ao  from' the  I 2.  Additionally,  maximum  effort  was  devoted 
to  the  rice  collection  with  a  minimum  of  security  farce  since  the  air  scouts 
provided  most  of  the  security.  The  scouts  also  re-distributed  supplies  such  as 
water,  shovels,  and  rice  bags  to  the  labor  forces  after  they  were  unloaded  into 
the  central  12  by  the  slicks.  Tho  LRPs  proved  to  be  the  key  figures  in  the 
entire  operation.  Only  the  LRPs  knew  tlie  area,  the  local  VIIC  and  I1VA  rice 
storage  techniques,  and  the  local  hostile  booby-traps.  Briefings  by  the  LRPs 

to  the  aero-rifle  and  aero-scout  platoons  prior  to  insertion  expedited  the 
entire  operation 
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The  following  day  an  aero-rifle  platoon  was  inserted  with  another  LRP 
team  into  a  very  rugged  ravine  which  contained  an  NVA  classroom  complex. 

The  LRPs  had  located  the  area  previously;  but  the  LRP/Cavalry  force  was 
able  to  thoroughly  reconnoiter  end  destroy  the  classroom  complex. 

• 

(c)  REC OflMEN DAT ION :  In  view  of  the  increased  intelligence  gathered  from 
the  area  and  the  concrete  results  obtained,  it  is  recommended  future  operations 
employing  air  cavalry  and  LRP  teams  be  considered. 

(d)  COfttlAND  ACTION:  Both  the  Squadron  S-3  and  S-2  have  presented  these 
ideas  to  the  Uth  Infantry  Division  G-2/G-3  sections, 

(U)  (C)  Pre^mission  Briefings. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  During  the  past  few  months  the  Squadron  has  received 
several  mission  briefings  which  proved,  after  the  operation  had  already  begun, 
to  be  lacking  in  many  essential  elements  of  information  needed  to  conduct  the 
reconnaissance.  The  results  of  these  operations  have  always  been  less  than 
satisfactory, 

(b)  EVALUATION:  During  the  month  of  November  and  into  December  the 
Squadron  was  called  upon  to  react  to  several  intelligence  type  targets  without 
adequate  briefing.  The  normal  mission  from  higher  headquarters  was  to  fly  to 
a  given  location  and  contact  a  controlling  agency,  usually  a  brigade,  for 
details.  This  agency  often  would  not  possess  a  complete  briefing  or  would 
indicate  the  information  lias  too  highly  classified  to  discuss.  IJever-the- 
less  the  cavalry  would  reconnoiter  the  area  aid  endeaver  to  discover  something 
to  justify  its  employment.  Frequently,  a  negative  report  would  be  submitted 
to  the  supported  agency.  Often  tha  intelligence  personnel  receiving  the 
report  were  displeased  with  the  results.  When  questioned  concerning  enemy 
activity  in  the  area,  a  great  deal  of  information  was  obviously  known  prior 
to  the  mission  assignment. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  All  supported  units  endeavor  to  provide  as  much 
information  as  possible  when  scrambling  a  combat  force.  It  is  difficult  to 
search  for  a  given  intelligence  object  if  the  reconnaissance  element  does 
not  know  what  it  is  looking  for. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACT  I®:  The  Squadron  S-3  has  discussed  this  situation  thor¬ 
oughly  with  Division  G-3  and  the  Infantry  Brigades,  Additionally,  the  cavalry 
liaison  officers  have  been  instructed  to  make  every  effort  to  gain  information 
for  the  troop  assigned  the  mission. 

(5)  (C)  Firefly  Operations  in  the  Central  Highlands. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  Firefly  light  is  effective  in  the  central  highlands; 
but  the  results  and  techniques  are  slightly  different  than  those  used  in  other 
areas. 
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.(b)  EVAMmOU*  Afte*  Conducting  several  FIBERS  sdfli&Me  in  the 
central  bififclaada  using  AH*-lfl  aircraft  as  eocott»tbe  njflSFET  lig;  t  has 
proven  to'  be  a  definite  asset.  The  results,  however,  from  the  employnant 
of  the  light  in  Mountainous  areas  ctonot  be  canpnrod  to  those  In  HE  or*  IV 
Corps.  The  following  general  tochniquoe  of  eaployraont  should  bo  considered! 

Caution  Must  be  exercised  when  using  the  light  in  hilly  or  Mountainous 
terrain. 

The  light  bee  cues  ineffective  at  any  altitude  above  700*  ACL. 

Tbs  base  and  saote  predominant  In  the  highlands  diffused  the  light; 
consequently,  the  Cobra  escort  Kill  have  to  be  closer  to  the  target  to  see  it 
and  tagage  it. 

When  shooting  at  ni#t  using  the  light,  the  pilot  has  the  sane  problem  as 
when  using  flares  or  artillery  far  illumination;  i.e.  he  will  shoot  short  until 
he  adjusts  to  the  available  light. 

When  the  light  is  to  be  turned  off,  the  Cobra  crews  oust  be  given  adequate 
warning,  as  vertigo  can  be  encountered  easily  when  the  ligrb  is  turned  off 
abruptly.  Transition  arast  be  made  to  the  instruments  until  such  tire  that  a 
horiacn  is  re-established. 

The  light  is  ineffective  in  very  heavy  jungle;  however,  it  Is  fairly 
successful  along  faint  trails  and  small  streams  encountered  in  the  highlands. 

(c)  RECOWUNDATICN :  That  units  conducting  PTREFLf  operations  in  the 
contra!  highland*  consider  the  aberva  mentioned  techniques. 

(d)  CCMNAKD  ACTION:  Vane  required. 

c.  Training.  (C)  Quarterly  Training. 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  •  Past  experience  has  repeatedly  proven  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  accomplish  all  mandatory  troop  level  training  of  both  the  unit 
and  the  individual  soldiers  as  required  by  USAKV  Reg  350-1  for  tactical  units 
which  require  long  hours  of  maintenance  at  night  and  extended  support  during 
the  day. 

(2)  EVALUATION :  The"  USAKV  401  team  during  Havenber  noted  the  deficiency 
mentioned  above  and  recommended  the  problem  be  presented  to  the  bth  Infantry 
Division  0-3  for  action.-  The  Utb  Division  had  encountered  a  -aiailer  problem 
concerning  their  line  battalions  and  had  developed  a  ’stand  down*  program  in 
which  one  battalion  at  a  time  wap  rotated  to  beee  comp  and  relieved  of  all 
tactical  consdtenwnte  far  a  one  week  period.  The  Squadron  was  .lifts  to  propose 

a  similar  pray  am  far  the  cavalry  troops  and  0*3  approved  the  ptfo>  the  results 
were  impressive.  D  Troop  inaugurated  the  program  in  early  Decesfcer.  Hi^illfhte 
of  the  training  program  included  airmobile  opereticoa,  lOppM-jpcoilass  rifle. 


i 


!  CONFIDENTIAL 


AVGD-G  10  February  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  7th  Armored  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (RI)  (U) 

81  mm  mortor  firing  and  crew  drill,  plus  refresher  maintenance  training. 

This  troop  had  been  unable  to  maintain  proficiency  in  these  areas  because 
of  tactical  fire  base  and  convoy  security  missions  near  Kontum.  A  troop,  Air 
Cavalry,  was  then  relieved  of  all  tactical  conmitment s  for  one  week  during 
the  Christmas  period.  Highlights  of  the  troop's  training  included  CBR  exer¬ 
cises,  range  firing  and  squad  live  firing  exercises,  repelling,  mine  and 
booby  traps  detection  extensive  maintenance  refresher  training,  and  addi¬ 
tional  aerial  gunnery  drills  for  the  scout  and  cobra  crews.  At  the  conclu¬ 
sions  of  this  training  week  the  troop  had  24  aircraft  mission  ready  with 
only  one  LOH  and  one  slick  down.  These  two,  however,  required  major  com¬ 
ponent  changes  and  extensive  battle  damage  repair.  C  Troop,  Air  Cavalry, 
conducted  training  from  18  to  24  Dec  with  similar  results. 

(3)  RECOMMFNDATION:  In  view  of  the  results  accomplished  by  the 
week  of  training  in  several  cases,  it  is  recommended  that  the  program 
continue  and  other  units  investigate  this  method  to  conduct  the  required 
training. 

(4)  COMMAND  ACTION:  Commanders  at  all  levels  were  pleased  with  the 
results  of  this  training  program.  They  recognized  the  need,  however,  to 
plan  the  entire  seven  day  period.  They  are  required  to  publish  training 
schedules,  establish  priorities  and  courses  of  action. 

d.  Intelligence. 

(1)  (C)  NVA/VC  Company  unit  tactics 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  After  conducting  cordon  and  search  operations  over 
a  four  month  period  it  was  determined  that  enemy  units  are  often  located 
1000  to  2000  meters  from  the  village  and  >*.n  wooded  areas  in  close  proximity 
to  trails  and  stream  intersections. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  From  the  period  August  through  December  1968,  A/7/17 
conducted  over  twenty  cordon  and  search  operations  of  villages  located  in 
the  Ban  Me  Thout/Mewal  Plantation  and  Oasis  areas.  25%  of  these  operations 
resulted  in  enemy  contact  in  the  immediate  area  of  the  cordon.  No  contact 
was  made  in  the  village;  however,  valuable  documents,  information,  and  some 
detainees  were  obtained.  Three  of  these  contacts  were  with  possible  com¬ 
pany  sized  units  or  larger  and  the  enemy  was  well  dug  in.  On  two  occasions 
it  was  noticed  that  approximately  200  to  500  meters  from  the  main  force  a 
group  of  3  to  5  men  were  located  and  once  defected  would  move  away  from  the 
main  force.  Five  additional  smaller  enemy  engagements  during  this  period 
occurred  also  in  close  proximity  to  the  viallages;  however,  these  were  purely 

a  result  of  the  area  reconnaissance  by  the  aero-scouts  accompanying  the  cordon 
force.  One  characteristic  of  all  these  contacts  is  that  they  all  occurred 
within  1000  to  2000  meters  of  the  village  in  wooded  areas  and  in  close  prox¬ 
imity  to  trails  and  stream  intersections.  It  was  further  concluded  that 
the  NVA  and  VC  units  were  dependent  on  these  local  villages  to  varying  de¬ 
grees  and  for  varying  lengths  of  time  but  positioned  their  base  areas  some 
distance  away  from  the  village  to  prevent  detection  by  the  cordons  which  had 
become  a  common  allisd  tactic  in  these  areas. 
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(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  units  conduction  cordons  and  search  opera¬ 
tions  in  these  areas  consider  the  above  lessons  learned  when  planning  their 
operations.  Reactions  forces  should  be  used  to  engage  any  contacts  estab¬ 
lished  outside  the  villages. 

• 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  The  above  lessons-learned  have  been  thoroughly 
disseminated  within  this  command  and  to  as  many  adjacent  units  as  possible. 

(2)  (C)  Intelligence  briefings. 

(a)  EVALUATION:  The  S-2  section  recently  initiated  a  system  of  squad¬ 
ron  wide  intelligence  briefings  on  a  by-monthly  basis.  The  first  briefing 
was  given  mainly  to  the  pilots  and  observers  of  the  Aero-Scout  Platoon. 

The  briefing  consisted  of  an  updating  of  the  war  effort  in  Vietnam  and  includ¬ 
ed  the  latest  in  enemy  and  friendly  activity  plus  political  actions.  To 
instill  group  Interest,  training  aids  were  used  i.e.,  Captured  Chicom  51 
Caliber  AA  Gun,  photographs  of  enemy  rockets  and  firing  techniques^  tanks, 
aircraft,  captured  enemy  propaganda  films,  and  charts  showing  enemy  capa¬ 
bilities,  habits,  strengths,  locations,  and  camouflage  techniques.  A  ques¬ 
tion  and  answer  period  followed  the  presentation  in  which  areas  of  general 
interest  were  discussed  based  on  the  S-2's  information  from  4th  Division 
G-2.  Additionally,  the  scout  crews  discussed  various  techniques  of  obser¬ 
vation,  gunnery,  and  observed  enemy  techniques.  The  session  was  extremely 
profitable.  The  briefing  was  given  to  maintenance  and  support  personnel  of 
the  squadron  the  following  day  to  increase  their  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  their  importance  to  the  squadron's  mission. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  other  intelligence  agencies  investigate  the 
value  of  giving  intelligence  briefings  to  their  units  to  enlighten  personnel 
who  otherwise  would  be  denied  the  complete  picture  of  their  role  in  the  unit's 
mission. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  Troop  commanders  have  repeatedly  expressed  their 
satisfaction  with  this  program.  Maximum  attendance  is  easily  obtained; 

as  everyone  enjoys  the  briefings  and  the  discussion  period  that  follows. 

e.  Logistics. 

(1)  (U)  AH-1G  Time  Component  Changes 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  Army  has  a  relatively  new  aircraft  in  its  in¬ 
ventory,  the  AH-1G.  Several  instances  have  occurred  in  which  components 
have  become  defective  long  before  their  normal  time  change. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Maintenance  personnel  have  found  during  a  300  hour 
inspection  of  one  AH-1G  that  the  main  rotor  hub  grip  extension  had  a  crack 
1/8"  wide  and  3"  long.  On  another  Cobra  a  maintenance  team  found  one  of  the 
Ml  nozzles  cracked  though  the  nozzle's  normal  time  change  is  1200  hours. 
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During  a  gun  run  in  turbulent  weather  south  of  An  Nhe,  for  a  unit  in  contact, 
one  Cobra  sustained  a  broken  transmission  lift  link  and  the  wingman's  Cobra 
had  one  of  its  main  rotor  blades  twisted.  The  blade  was  meac  ired  and  found 
to  have  5  degrees  negative  pitch.  Neither  of  these  Cobras  were  over  torqued 
during  the  flight. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  all  pilots  and  maintenance  personnel  exercise 
extreme  care  during  100  hour  inspections  and  check  each  component  for  wear 
and  not  overlook  it  because,  under  normal  conditions,  the  part  is  designed 
to  last  longer.  Maintenance  Officers  should  submit  EIRs  whenever  possible 
and  be  mindful  of  trends  in  local  component  failures. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  The  Squadron  Maintenance  Officer  has  insured  that 
these  failures  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  all  maintenance  personnel  and 
desires  all  such  future  failures  to  be  reported  to  him  to  guarantee  maximum 
dissemination. 

(2)  (U)  New  UH-1H  maintenance  problems 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  During  the  past  few  months,  several  days  of  aircraft 
availability  were  lost  due  to  bearings  working  loose  on  models  recently  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  factory. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  During  the  past  few  months  it  has  been  noted  by  one 
Technical  Inspector  that  the  bearing  (FSN  3110-142-4472  Figure  1-14  Index  22 
TM  55-1520-210-35)  on  the  new  scissors  and  sleave  assembly  is  working  loose 
on  all  UH-lH  aircraft.  Initially  this  deficiency  was  not  detected  and  caused 
considerable  damage  to  adjacent  parts  in  the  scissors  and  sleeve  assembly. 

On  new  aircraft,  naturally,  this  bearing  is  pre-assembled  at  the  factory. 

The  replacement  part  must  be  locally  assembled  by  staking  the  bearing.  The 
first  loose  bearing  was  detected  after  200  hours  on  the  airframe  and  after 
considerable  damage  had  resulted.  The  second  defective  bearing  was  detected 
after  only  75  hours  of  operation.  In  addition  to  the  procedures  outlined  in 
the  TM  for  installation  of  this  bearing,  the  mechanics  recommend  metal¬ 
setting  the  bearings  for  additional  guarantee  they  will  not  work  loose. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  all  units  receiving  new  UH-lH  aircraft  be 
advised  that  the  bearing  may  work  loose.  Additionally,  that  the  factory 
assembly  of  this  component  be  checked  to  guarantee  the  bearing  does  not 
work  loose. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  The  Squadron  Maintenance  Officer  has  insured  all 
troop  maintenance  officers  have  received  this  information  concerning  new 
UH- lHs . 

(3)  (U)  Car- 15  for  Cobra  crews 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Two  recent  incidents  involving  AH- 1G  crews  have 
brought  to  light  a  serious  lack  of  weapons  for  use  during  emergencies. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  In  January  an  AH-1G  made  a  forced  landing  due  to 
fuel  contamination  in  an  unsecure  area  northeast  of  Pleiku,  RVN.  Within  an 
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hour  the  organic  infantry  platoon  was  inserted  to  secure  the  aircraft  and 
assist  during  extraction  by  CH  47.  The  crew  stated  upon  recovery  that  they 
felt  extremely  uneasy  defending  the  site  with  two  38  caliber  pistols. 
Additionally,  on  15  Jan  69  an  AH-1G  was  shot  down,  crashed,  and  burned. 

The  crew  was  killed  and  the  aero-riile  platoon  recovered  their  bodies. 

The  platoon  leader  made  repeated  statements  to  the  effect  that  even  if  the 
crew  had  survived  the  crash,  rescue  would  have  taken  over  two  hours  at  the 
least.  He  added  that  the  ship  had  crashed  in  close  proximity  to  an  enemy 
bunker  complex  and  armed  with  two  38  caliber  pistols,  the  crew,  unable 
to  defend  themselves,  would  most  likely  have  been  killed  by  the  hostile 
force. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  each  AH-1G  be  authorized  a  CAR-15  for  crew 
survival.  The  weapon  would  be  placed  behind  the  rear  pilot's  seat. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  During  November  and  December  the  three  Air  Cav¬ 
alry  Squadrons  under  1st  Aviation  Brigade  conferred  to  recommend  a  standard¬ 
ized  MTOE.  One  change  on  this  MTOE  included  CAR- 15  for  the  Cobra  platoons. 
Additionally,  a  letter  is  being  prepared  to  forward  through  supply  channels 
to  request  issue  of  these  weapons  based  on  the  need  and  the  MTOE  change 
pending . 

(4)  (U)  Turn-in  procedures. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  following  requirements  are  required  by  the  62nd 
Maintenance  Battalion  for  turning  in  of  equipment  by  this  organization: 

Must  have  the  item  and/or  equipment  listed  on  a  DA  Form  2407  (Work 
Order  Request)  and  classified  unserviceable. 

Must  have  four  (4)  copies  ol  DA  Form  2404  (Equipment  Inspection  and 
Maintenance  Worksheet)  completed  by  technical  inspector. 

Must  have  four  (4)  copies  of  "Certificate"  stating  that  the  equipment 
is  unserviceable  due  to  fair  wear  and  tear  signed  by  the  Property  Book 
Officer . 

Must  have  four  (4)  copies  of  Certificate  stating  that  no  parts  have 
been  removed  from  the  equipment  being  turned-in  and  signed  by  the  Property 
Book  Officer. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  gieat  amount  of  paper  work  required  to  turn-in 

any  given  piece  of  equipment  exceeds  any  requirement  that  is  published  in 
the  AR's  and  creates  difficulties  in  turning  in  equipment  due  to  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  unit  and  the  Maintenance  Support  Unit  declaring  the  equipment 
unserviceable.  In  addition  this  creates  a  problem  with  the  operation  of  the 
S-4  in  that  a  great  deal  of  time  is  required  preparing  the  paper  work 

and  transporting  the  equipment  to  the  turn-in  point  without  a  guarantee  of 
being  returned  for  additional  paperwork. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  a  policy  be  established  on  turn-in  proced¬ 
ures  and  the  correct  paper  work  required  by  the  Property  Disposal  Officer 

in  accepting  unserviceable  equipment. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION.  The  situation  has  been  discussed  with  higher 
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headquarters  in  an  attempt  to  find  a  solution. 

(5)  (U)  Availability  of  Cleaning  Solvent  SD  11. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  Squadron  has  been  experiencing  difficulties  in 
obtaining  Cleaning  Solvent  SD  11. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  A  shortage  of  Cleaning  Solvent  SD  11  has  existed  in 
this  area  since  mid-December,  1968.  A  requisition  for  SD  II,  FSN  6850- 
281-1986,  was  submitted  to  the  88th  S  &  S  Battalion.  This  product  was  not 
available  and  another  product.  Dry  Cleaning  Solvent  FSN  6850-249-8029  was 
issued  in  lieu  of  the  requested  item.  This  produce  came  with  the  warning, 
"Caution,  Strong  Solution  Use  Rubber  Gloves",  and  it  is  not  suitable  for 
the  required  use  of  flushing  aircraft  engines.  A  representative  of  the 
Squadron  S-4  hand  carried  a  requisition  of  SD  II,  FSN  6850-218-1986,  to 
Qui  Khon  Depot  and  found  depot  was  at  zero  balance.  A.  subsequent  check 

of  Cam  Ranh  Depot  produced  the  following  results.  Contact  was  made  with 
the  Directorate  of  Petroleum,  Cam  Ranh  Bay  Support  Command  and  the  following 
information  obtained:  SD  II  in  an  18  gage  drum,  FSN  6850-285-8011  replaces 
SD  II  in  a  16  gage  drum,  FSN  6850-281-1986,  and  that  in  mid- January  1969 
there  were  some  11,000  drums  in  the  Cam  Ranh  Bay  Depot  with  some  6,000addi- 
tional  drums  due  in  that  week  and  that  adequate  quantities  would  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  depots.  To  date,  there  has  been  no  change  in  availability 
of  this  product  in  this  area. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  information  on  FSN  changes  be  sent  out  to 
using  units  and  measure  be  taken  to  assure  quantities  of  SD  II,  FSN  6850-285- 
8011,  be  made  available. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION,  Requisitions  pending  the  new  FSN  are  now  being 
processed. 

f.  Organization.  None. 

g.  Others. 

(1)  (U)  Civic  action  vaccination  programs. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Villagers  are  reluctant  to  get  vaccinated  when 
special  teams  of  doctors  and  nurses  come  to  their  villages. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  This  quarter  two  vaccinations  were  conducted  in  the 
villages  of  Plei  Do  and  Plie  la  Lang.  Though  the  people  realized  the  import¬ 
ance  and  the  chiefs  consented  to  the  idea,  the  program  was  not  as  success¬ 
ful  as  anticipated.  The  second  time  both  villages  were  vaccinated  there 
was  a  noticeable  drop  in  the  number  of  people  to  be  vaccinated.  The  pos¬ 
sible  reason  for  this  drop  is  that  it  had  only  been  three  weeks  since  the 
first  vaccination  and  the  experiences  were  too  vivid  in  their  minds. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  Never  give  more  than  two  drugs  in  one  day  and 
vaccinate  villagers  at  an  interval  of  at  least  a  month  and  a  half. 
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(d).  COWHAND  ACTION:  Stops  have  been  taken  to  schedule  the  vaccina¬ 
tions  approximately  every  six  weeks.  Hie  medical  personnel  are  also  advis¬ 
ing  the  DA  teams  as  to  the  beet  times  of  the  year  to  vaccinate  each  drug 
to  guarantee  maximum  protection. 

(2)  (U)  Secure  voice  in  UH-1H 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Dissemination  of  information  concerning  installation 
of  socure  voice  dovico  KY-28  TSEC  has  been  received  In  a  sporadic  manner. 

.(b)  EVALUATION :  This  command  was  in  the  final  process  of  the  ZTR  and 
ZY3  modifications  when  information  was  disseminated  concerning  the  volume 
control  wiring  modification  which  was  necessary  to  enable  audio  volume  con¬ 
dition  ©f  the  AN/ARC-51*  after  a  KI-28  is  installed.  This  modification  was 
closely  followed  by  a  reliability  modification  which  prevents  the  final  starve 
of  the  A1I/ARC-5U  from  discharging  into  an  open.  These  modifications  have 
resulted  in  aircraft  bein"  worked  on  two  to  throe  times  to  ready  thorn  for 
KY-28  installation.  Neither  of  the  aforementioned  modifications  were 
received  in  the  form  of  a  DA  MNO  but  were  received  as  a  command  letter  and 
command  message.  It  is  reasonable  tc  assume  that  defects  of  this  nature 
would  have  boon  discovered  during  the  test  and  evaluation  phase.  And  that 
a  standard  DA  MV/C  published  or  that  the  modifications  could  have  been  a 
part  of  the  overall  ZYR  or  ZTS  program. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  It  is  recommended,  that  when  defects  are  located 
during  test  and  evaluation,  the  corrections  be  included  as  a  part  of  over¬ 
all  installation  program.  If  the  modification  to  correct  the  defect  is 
not  apparent  at  time  of  acceptance  of  equipment  it  is  recommended  that 
information  concerning  the  defects  be  disseminated  to  the  lower  command 
echelons  and  that  DA  MW0'3  be  published  as  soon  as  a  modification  is  devised. 

(d)  COMMAND:  Tho  modifications  were  perforoed  concurrently  and ‘while 
the  aircraft  wa3  dcwi  for  same  other  reason  whenever  possible,  however, 
they  could  have  been  more  easily  performed  as  a  part  of  the  overall  ZYU 
and  ZIS  program. 

(3)  (U)  Use  of  CF3  Br  Fire  Extinguishers  in  AH-lfl-  Aircraft. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  A  recent  electrical  inflight  fire  in  the  AH-lfl 
aircraft  could  have  become  a  major  accident  had  the  fire  extinguisher  in 
the  front  seat  been  used. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Use  of  the  CF3  Br  extinguisher  in  cloried  cockpit  air¬ 
craft  such  as  the  AH -ID  will  result  In  inhalation  of  concentrated  gas 
which  may  cause  loss  of  consciousness  and  permanent  lung  damage.  In 
addition  CF3  Br  is  caustic  and  may  cause  eye  damage,  Tho  result  of  its 

use  in  an  enclosed  cockpit  would  most  probably  be  lose  of  aircraft  control. 


AVCiD-G  10  February  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headcjiarters,  7th  Armored  Squadron,  17th  Air 
Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  jl  January  1969*  RCS  CSFOR-65  (31)  (U) 

(c)  ,  RECOMMENDATION: ,  That  CF3  Br  fire  extinguishers  bet  removed  from 

the  cockpit  area  of  the  AH-10  end  be  placed  in  the  forward  battery  compart-  1 
went.  Also  that  a  non-caustic ,  nou-poiaonouc  fire  extinguisher  be  adopted 
for  use  in  closed  cockpit  aircraft. 

(d)  CCKMAND  ACTION:  The  Squadron  standardization  board  has  required 
that  all  CF3  Br  fire  extinguishers  be  removed  from  the  cockpit  add  stored  in 
the  battery  compartment. 

(U)  (0)  Command  Emphasis  Council. 

(a)  OBSERVATION t  In  past  months  it  was  observed  that  much  information 
intended  for  pilots  was  not  filtering  down  below  platoon  level. 

(b)  EVALUATIONS  A  Council  composed  of  the  Squadron  Commander  and  Safety 
Officer;  the  Troop  Commander,  Maintenance  Officer,  and  Safety  Officer;  and  the 
platoon  leaders  and  safety  officers;  ties  formed  to  improve  the  flow  of  informa¬ 
tion  both  up  and  down  the  chain  of  command.  Comon  problems  can  be  discussed 
and  solutions  develcrjed  with  representatives  of  all  interested  parties  present. 

(c)  JffiCOMMENDATION:  That  a  Council  as  described  above  be  formed  within 
all  units  experiencing  a  similar  problem. 

(d)  COWHAND  ACTION*  The  Council  was  established  in  this  command  and 

will  remain  in  effect.  ... 


■  Robert  u.  neuter 


5  Incl  LTC,  An 

as  Commanding 

Incl  2,  3,  4,  wd  Hq  DA 

DISTRIBUTION: 
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2  CG,  Lot  Ava  Bde,  ATTN:  AVBA-MH,  APO  96381; 
7  CO,  17th  CAG,  ATTN:  AVGD-SC,  APO  962UO 
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CO,  2nd  Scdri,  17th  Cav,  Hue,  ax*  0^7(33 
po#  3rd  flcdn,  l?th  Cav,  Di  An,  APO 
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I  CONFIDENTIAL 


47BACB-6C  (12  2»b  69)  1st  lad 

SVBJECTt  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  7th  Armored  Squadron, 

17th  Air  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969*  RCS 
CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

Headquarters,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  APO  962^0  24  mbruary  1969 

TO*  Department  of  The  Army  (ACSFOR,  DA),  Washington  D.C.  20310 
Commanding  General,  X  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO,  96350 
Contending  Officer,  7/Hth  Air  Cavalry  Squadron,  Dragon  Mountain 

APO  96262 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  baa  reviewed  the  attached  report,  considers 

it  to  be  adequate,  and  concurs  with  the  contents  as  stated  except  as 
indicated  below* 

2*  (C)  The  following  comments  and  reoomend&tlons  ire  submitted: 

a.  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  activities.  This  section 
is  historical  in  nature  and  should  be  in  narrative  form*  Lengthy, 
detailed  statistical  data  would  be  more  properly  placed  as  inclosures 
to  the  basic  report. 


b*  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Coomander's  Observations,  Evaluat¬ 
ions  and  Recommendations. 


(1)  Paragraph  2a  (1),  Rotational  DSROS  Hump  Month,  page  21* 
Concur:  Oommand  emphasis  at  all  levels  is  exercised  to  minimise 
future  DEROS  humps. 


(2)  Paragraph  2a  (2),  Air  Cavalry  Squadron  Infusion  Program,  page 
21.  Concur:  Sufficient  branch  oriented  officers  are  available  to  fill 
positione  in  the  Air  Cavalry  Squadron*  Every  effort  is  made  at  this 
headquarters  to  assign  only  branch  qualified  officers  to  the  Cavalry 
Squadron*  Occasionally  incountry  armor  qualified  arrivals  are  in¬ 
adequate  to  cover  losses  end  non-armor  personnel  are  assigned  to  meet 
critical  shortages.  These  persons  should  be  subsequently  infused  out 
of  the  Squadron  in  order  to  give  preference  to  armor  qualified  officers. 
Complete  overlap  is  impossible  for  all  organisations  involved,  however 
the  program  is  monitored  end  impact  fit  hey  positions  minimised  when 
replacement  flow  permits* 

(3)  Paragraph  2(a)  (3),  Shortage  of  45J"20  Personnel,  page  22* 
Concur:  There  exsist  a  Uroup  vide  shortage  of  45J20  personnel*  OJT 
of  selected  individuals  is  standard  praetioe  throughout  the  group. 


(4)  Paragraph  2b  (1),  Convoy  Ksoert  Techniques  and  Enemy  Hinas, 
page  22.  Concur:  Rsaowend  this  pruoadare  be  tarougit  to  the  attention 
of  other  unite  responsible  for  eoniroy  see  set. 


(5)  Paragraph  2b  (2),  Artillery  &fbt  fro  gram,  page  23*  Comer: 
Reoomend  this  lesson  learned  be  diastmaated  to  other  cviatlM  jpfcqpa 

for  considerations .  DOWNGRADED  AT  1 TEAR  NUHVAIS; 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACB-SC  (12  Feb  69)  1  it  Ind  24  Feb  69 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  7th  Armored  Squadron, 

17th  Air  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969,  RCS 
CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(6)  Paragraph  2b  (3),  Air  Cavalry  Bqjloynent  with  LRfs,  page  24. 
Coneur:  Recommend  this  lesion  learn  be  disseminated  to  other  aviation 
groups  for  consideration. 

(7)  Paragraph  2b  (4),  ftre  -  Mission  briefings,  page  25.  Concur: 
Conplete  and  detailed  pre  -  mission  briefings  are  SOP  at  all  levels. 
Occasionally,  the  urgency  of  a  ^iasion  precludes  face  to  face  brief¬ 
ings  in  which  case  as  much  detail  as  can  be  discreetly  obtained  is 
received  by  radio. 

(8)  Paragraph  2b  (5),  Firefly  Operations  in  the  Central  Highlands, 
page  25.  Concur:  Operational  techniques  peculiar  to  the  highlands  are 
included  in  Sops  and  initial  incountry  training.  Subordinate  units 

are  given  the  flexibility  of  developing  special  techniques  unique  to 
their  area  of  operations*  Lessons  learned  by  one  unit  are  disseminated  to 
others  for  consideration. 

(9)  Paragraph  2c,  Quarterly  Training,  page  26.  Concur:  USAHV 
Regulation  350-1  requires,  operational  commitments  permitting,  major 
subordinate  commanders  to  schedule  each  maneuver  battalion  and 
reconnaissance  unit  for  one  week  of  refresher  training  every  three  months. 

(10)  Paragraph  2(d)  (1),  NVA/VA  Company  Unit  Tactics,  page  27. 
Concur:  Command  action  considered  adequate. 

(11)  Paragraph  2(d)  (2),  Intelligence  Briefings,  page  28.  Concur: 
Lessons  learned  will  be  disseminated  to  rubordlnate  units. 

(1-0  Paragraph  2(e)  (1),  AH-1G  Time  Conponent  Changes,  page  28. 
Concur:  This  group  has  initiated  a  maintenance  test  flight  course  that 
includes  training  in  very  detailed  pre-flight  procedures* 

(13)  Paragraph  2(e)  (2),  New  UH-1H  Maintenance  Problems,  page  29» 

C  incur:  EIRs  have  been  submitted,  and  subordinate  units  alerted  to  this 
problem*  Recommend  country  vide  dissemination.  • 

(14)  Paragraph  2(e)  (3),  CAR-15  for  Cobra  Crews,  page  29.  Concur: 
These  weapons  were  previously  requested  by  another  unit  utilising  AH-1G 
helicopters.  The  reply  from  US/°v  stated  that  the  CAR-15  was  an  ENSURE 
item  and  has  been  adopted  as  a  standard  item  of  equipment  and  a  BOI 

has  been  developed.  However,  the  U8AHV  G-4  further  advised  that  the 
weapons  are  not  in  production  heoause  of  increased  emphasis  on  production 
of  the  M-16  Rifle. 

(15)  Paragraph  2(e)  (4),  Turn  in  Procedures,  page  30.  Concur: 
Reporting  unit  has  been  ask  to  submit  a  command  letter  outlining 
details  so  that  appropriate  action  may  be  initiated. 

IS 
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i  CMFIBENTUL  i 

A'VBACB-SC  (12  Peb  69)  let  lad  24  FW>  69 

SUBJECT:  opt  rational  Report  of  Headquarters,  7th  Armored  Squadron, 
17th  Air  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1?69,  i£l 
gsfohf-65  (ai)  (u) 

(16)  Paragraph  2(e)  (5),  Availability  of  Cleaning  Solvent  SO  XI, 
page  31,  Concurt  This  headquarters  has  initiated  action  to  determine 
availability,  and  means  of  obtaining  proper  cleaning  solvent. 

(17)  Paragraph  2(g)  (1),  Civic  Action  Vaccination  Programs, 
page  31.  Concur. 

(18)  Paragraph  2(g)  (2),  Secure  Voice  in  UH-1H,  page  32.  Concur] 
Unit  has  been  requested  to  subnitt  SIR, 

(19)  Paragraph  2(g)  (3),  Use  of  CPj  Br  Fire  extinguishers  in 
AH-1G  Aircraft,  page  32.  Concur:  This  procedure  was  reconmended  by 
AH-1G  NETT  and  is  being  complied  with  by  units  of  this  command. 

(20)  Paragraph  2(g)  (4),  Command  Emphasis  Council,  page  33. 
Concur:  Various  techniques  are  used  by  subordinate  units  to 
disseminate  information  to  tbs  lowest  level.  This  approach  will  be 
passed  to  all  units. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


MARC  L.  TUMAS 
CPT,  AM 
Adjumn 


CONFIDENTIAL 


,  CONFIDENTIAL 

im-oe-oT  (12  r*  69)  u  bd 

SVBJKTi  Oparatlsoal  Report  of  fcilyirtwi,  7th  Araorod  Squadron 
171k  Sir  Catol*7  ter  Parted  Miss  31  teaaaxj  1969,  BOS 
eSftt-45  (11)  («) 

M*  gaadqsariere,  I  Plaid  Port#  Vletaaa,  AID  96350  e  mar  i969  _ 

70s  Ci— flu  Ooatral,  1st  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  963M 

(0)  This  haa dfMurtora  has  reviewed  sab j  act  roport  and  eonenrs  with 
its  eaateat  aa  iadaraad. 

FOR  IRK  COMMJntl 


Adjutant  General] 


Cjr  terns 
17th  Cbt  Avn  Op 


n 

CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBAGC-0  (10  Feb  69)  5<1  Ini 

SUBJECT j  Operational  Report  of  Headquarters,  7th  Armored  Squadron, 

17th  Air  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969,  BCS 
CSFOR-65  (Hi)  (U) 

BA,  HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  AVIATI05  BRIGADE,  APO  96384  1  7  MAR  ^ggg 

THRU  1  Commanding  Generali  United  Statee  Army  Vietnam,  ATTHs  AVB3C-BST, 

APO  96375 

Conaaander-ln-Chlef ,  United  Statee  Army  Pacific,  ATTNs  GPQP-QT , 

APO  96558 

TO  1  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Bevel  opment,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1 .  This  Headquarters  has  relieved  this  report,  considers  it  to  he  adequate 
and  oonours  with  the  oontents  as  indorsed,  except  as  noted  bblow. 

2.  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinents 

■  a.  Paragraph  2b (l),  Page  22s  Information  will  be  disseminated  to 
all  units  for  their  consideration. 

b.  Paragraph  2b(2),  Page  23s  Information  will  be  disseminated  to 
all  units  for  their  consideration. 

c.  Paragraph  2b(3),  Page  24s  Information  will  be  disseminated  to 
all  units  for  their  consideration. 

d.  Paragraph  2b(5),  Page  25s  Information  will  be  disseminated  to 
all  units  for  their  consideration. 

e.  Paragraph  2e(l),  Page  28s  Concur  with  recommendations  as  stated. 

f.  Paragraph  2e(2),  Page  29s  Concur.  Also  reoonmend  a  closer 
inspection  of  these  hearings  during  daily  inspection. 

g.  Paragraph  2e(3)r  Page  29s  Conour.  Re co emendation  for  authorising 
1  each  CAR-13  for  each  AH-1G  Cobra  has  been  incorporated  in  a  proposed 
MTOE  whioh  is  being  staffed  at  this  time. 

h.  Paragraph  2e(4),  Page  30s  Turn-in  procedures  appear  valid. 
Disoussion  with  CPT  Goulding,  1st  Log  Cmd,  indicates  that  DSU's  publish 
their  own  external  80P's.  It  is  recommended  that  a  oopy  of  the  DSU 
External  SOP  be  procured  by  the  organisation  and  used  as  a  guide  for 
establishing  a  more  expeditious  and  standard  polioy  for  prooessing  un- 
servicaable  equipment  for  turn-in.  The  2407  most  he  prepared  at  the  re¬ 
questing  unit  level.  The  equipment  most  he  technically  inspected  by  a 
qualified  TI  either  at  the  unit  or  DSU.  If  the  BSU  requires  a  separate 
attaohed  certificate  for  the  serviceability  and  oannihalisation,  suggest 
organisation  preprint  oertifioate  form  leaving  blank  spaoee  for  applicable 
entries . 


AVBAQC-0 

SUBJECT i  Op  •rational  Report  of  Headquarters,  7th  Amo  red  Squadron, 

17th  Air  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969 »  BC8 
C8POE-65  (KL)  (U) 

i.  Paragraph  2o(5),  Pago  3I1  Statement  pertaining  to  the  availability 
of  olaaning  oolvent  BDII  is  valid*  Per  foneoon  between  CV2  Smith  and  I/P 
Doaollar,  ICCY  Commodity  Manager  for  paoksge  POL  producte,  up-to-date 
standard  Federal  Stook  lumbers  will  be  published  in  the  next  ICCV  Newsletter. 

j.  Paragraph  2g(2),  Page  32i  Concur*  The  prooeduree  outlined  are 
exaotly  as  actually  transpired  with  the  ST1  -  BIB  nodifioation.  As  eaoh 
new  modification  was  approved,  it  was  included  with  subsequent  aircraft 
modification* 

k*  Paragraph  2g(3),  Page  32*  Conour.  At  this  time  there  is  no  safe- 
proof  fire  extinguisher  in  the  Amy  inventory  that  would  preolude  hazards 
to  the  pilot  in  a  olosed  oookpit  such  as  the  AH-1Q.  Normally,  electrical 
fires  in  the  oookpit  are  self  containing*  The  AH-1G  Training  Team  has 
requested  that  a  nodifioation  be  made  for  the  fire  extinguisher  to  be  in¬ 
stalled  outside  the  oookpit* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 


cpr.  AGC 


AVHGC-DST  (10  ?«b  69)  4th  lad 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  Headquarter**  7th  Armored  Squadron* 

17th  Air  Cavalry  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969*  RGS 
CSPOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS*  UNITED  STATES  ARM?*  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Fraadaeo  96375  $1  MAR  1969 

TO:  Commander  In  Chief*  United  States  Any*  Pacific*  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, . 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1969  from  Headquarters*  7th 
Armored  Squadron*  17th  Air  C it airy. 

2.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  AH-1Q  Time  Component  Changee*  page  28, 
paragraph  2e(l)  and  indorsements;  concur  with  recommendations  as  stated. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  New  UH-1H  maintenance  problems*  page  29* 
paragraph  2e(2)  and  indorsements;  concur.  Action  taken  by  the  17th  Combat 
Aviation  Group  to  insure  that  Equipment  Improvement  Recommendations  (EIR's) 
have  been  submitted  should  remedy  this  problem.  The  reooemendation  has 
been  forwarded  to  the  34th  General  Support  Group  for  inclusion  in  their 
maintenance  newsletter. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


CO.  WILSON 
1LT,  AOC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Cy  furn: 
7/17th  ACS 
1st  Avn  Bde 


GPOP-DT  (10  Peb  69)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  7th  Armored  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cav 
for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  APR Jj6g  0 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  G.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.  L.  5HORTT 
CPT,  AGO 
Art  AG 


<3/ 


CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM? 

HTADQUARTERS,  7TH  ARMORED  SCJJADROH,  1?TH  AIR  CAVALRY 
APO  San  Francisco  96262 


AVGD-G  5  December  I960 

SUBJECT t  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  for  Dead  End-Toll  Road  (C) 


1*  (U)  NAME  AIID  TYPE  OF  OPERATION;  irth  Infantry  Division  Operation 
DEAD  END-TOLL  ROAD,  Search  and  Destroy. 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF  OPERATION;  Hi  Nov  60-1  Dec  60. 

3.  (D)  LOCATION:  Map,  Vietnan  Series  L70Iii,  h 50,000,  Sheets  631*6  I 
and  II,  61+37  I  and  II,  61*30  II,  6536  ni  and  IV,  6530  III.  Area  west 
of  Pole!  Kleng  in  the  Plei  Trop  Valley.  See  attached  map  for  general 
outline  of  the  area. 

lu  (C)  COid-iAND  AND  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS: 

a.  Operation  DEAD  END  -  TOLL  ROAD  was  controlled  by  the  Det  B-2li 
Special  Forces  under  LTC  Marquis  and  the  2d  Infantry  Jrigade  under  COL 
McChrystal. 


b.  The  7/l7th  Cav  was  commanded  by  LTC  Robert  M.  Reuter*  A-Troop 
lias  commanded  by  HAJ  Lilliam  T,  Glover.  C-Troop  was  commanded  by  HAJ 
Robert  VJ.  Frost.  D-Troop  was  commanded  by  CPT  Lewis  M.  Henneasy.  The 
primary  coordinator  was  the  Squadron  Operations  Officer,  MAJ  Richard  H. 

Marshall. 

5.  (c)  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  The  Plei  Trap  road  was  first  observed  on  17  February  I960 
by  a  Uth  Division  FAC  and  the  road  showed  signs  of  heavy  recent  use 
until  it  was  successfully  interdected  by  causing  land  slides  across 
the  road  on  6  April  196u0  During  the  period  of  use,  aircraft  employed 
against  the  road  received  intencc  anti-aircraft  fire  from  positions 
located  along  the  road  with  the  heaviest  concentration  of  positions 
being  in  the  junction  of  the  IL-S  Plei  Trap  ro^  d  and  the  northern  most 
eastern  extension.  The  anti-aircraft  fire  received  in  this  area  was 
identified  as  12 «7  mm,  ll*.5mm,  23nm  and  37mm  and  described  by  Air 
Force  pilots  as  being  as  intense  as  any  received  in  North  Vietnam. 

b.  The  southwest  monsoon  precluded  the  enemy* s  attemps  to  repair 
or  reopen  the  roadj  however,  at  the  end  of  the  monso  ns  the  road  began 
showing  signs  of  repair  and  use  by  foot  traffic.  Upon  detecting  this 
activity,  reconnaissance  was  increased  and  on  27  October  a  Headhunter 
aircraft  observed  tracks  of  a  3/1*  ton  vehical  from  Cambodian  border 

to  YA  7^6959,  12  kilometers  south  of  the  roads  entry  point  into  RVN. 
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The  road  sheared  heavy  and  constant  vehicular  use  from  the  border  to  a 
point  1*0  kilometers  south  along  the  extension  wet  of  the  Dak  Hodrai- 
Nam  Sathary  River*  Oh  6  Ncvsaber  a  reoonnaiesanee  aircraft  sighted  a 
convty  of  t>renty-one  trucks  and  four  tanks,  tliree  kilometers  south  of 
the  road  entry  into  South  Vietnam*  Airs trilces  were  employed  on  the  6th 
and  7th  v.lth  seven  secondary  explosions*  A  IitP  vas  inserted  on  7  N  ovember, 
nineteen  (19)  kilometers  south  of  the  roads  entry  point*  The  team 
observed  signs  of  heavy  use,  a  bridge  capable  of  supporting  heavy 
vehiclar  traffic,  and  bunkers  spaced  irregularly  along  both  sides  of  the 
road*  The  13?  team  also  reported  several  trail  markings,  camp  sights, 
numerous  pull  off  points  and  truck  parks  capable  of  handling  2feT  vehicles. 
On  11  November  another  IBP  patrol  vas  inserted  into  the  area*  This  team 
observed  evidence  of  heavy  use  of  vehicles  and  tanks.  The  IBP  heard 
movement  and  what  sounded  like  tanks  being  started  and  driving  in  the  area* 
Noth  IBP  teams  wore  reinserted  on  11*  November  to  take  pictures  of  the 
rad.  On  15  November  the  team  was  extracted*  The  extraction  aircraft 
received  heavy  ground  fire  from  three  sides  of  the  12*  The  2d  IBP  team 
made  contact  with  2  NVA  and  were  extracted  with  negative  caaualites* 

The  aircraft  received  ground  fire  from  all  sides  of  the  LZo 

c.  VR,  Red  Ilazo,  and  APD  sensings  indicatod  thb  presents  of  a  largo 
force  located  along  the  road*  No  unit  identification  was  achievedo  It 
was  the  opinion  of  the  IBP  team  that  the  KVA  were  practicing  maximum 
security  and  were  veil  supplied* 

60  (C)  MISSION* 

a*  The  mission  of  the  DetB-21*,  5th  Special  Forcos  ms  to  conduct 
operations  in  the  assignod  A/0,  to  interdict  roads  and  infiltration 
routes,  Scorch  and  Destroy  enemy  positions,  and  seize  a  possible  PC Comp* 

b.  Tho  mission  of  the  2d  Infantry  Brigade  was  to  support  operations 
of  CIDG  elements  in  the  Plei  Trop  Valley;  to  prepare  to  reinforce  or 
react  for  those  forces;  and  to  assume  control  of  the  operation  when  U,S. 
troops  are  committed  to  maneuver. 

c*  Tho  mission  tf  the  17th  Cavalry  was  to  support  air  insertions 
of  l/12th  Infantry  Battalion  as  directed,  to  perform  VR  and  support 
missions  for  CIDQ  operations  as  directed,  and  to  provide  D/7A7  aa 
security  for  LZ  Mary  Lou  and  for  convoy  cover  to  Folei  Kleng* 

7*  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION*  Detachment  0-21*  supported  by  elements  of 
the  l*th  Infantry  Division  including  the  ?A7th  Cav  conducted  operations 
along  the  Hew  Plei  Trop  road  to  locate  rad  destroy  the  eneny  road  network* 
AA  positions,  bunker  complexes,  storage  areas,  equipment  and  troop 
concentrations.  Artillery,  TAC  Air,  ARC-IZCEIT  strikes,  and  gunships  will 
be  employed*  Description  of  tho  road  in  ref  c.  Annex  A,  App  1  above* 

C*  (C)  EXECUTION* 

a*  lit  Novembor  1966  D-Troop  convoyed  from  Ease  Camp  to  LZ  Hary 
Lou  (ZA  220  030)  to  provide  perimeter  security* 

b.  16  November  1968  D-Troop  started  providing  convoy  security 
tetween  LZ  Mary  Lou  and  Polei  Kleng  (ZA  0393). 
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c*  21  November  I960  17th  Cav  jump  CP  established  at  LZ  Swinger 
(YA  G33  960)  by  CFT  Boyd  plus  CP  established  at  LZ  Mary  Lou  by  SGT 
Shields  who  vas  later  Joined  by  1LT  Ming. 

d*  22  November  I960  C-Troop  VR'd  areas  SW  of  Dak  To  in  Plei  Trap 
Valley*  CU2  Mason  observed  one  tank  and  two  trucks*  One  LC1:  took  a  hit* 

Tho  primary  mission  for  C-Troop  did  not  Include  operation  DEAD  END-TOIL 
ROAD  only  a  ADA  for  an  ARC-LIGHT  put  into  that  area* 

o*  23  November  I960  After  a  delay  due  to  tho  high  winds  in  the 
A/0,  the  operation  was  declared  a  GO.  Final  briefings  were  receivod 
and  passod  to  the  troops  involved:  A  &  C/7A7  and  D/1/10* 

f*  2k  November  I960  The  initial  VPs  for  tho  operation  began  with 
C-Troops  A/0  including  the  southern  part  of  the  road,  A-froops  A/0 
including  the  northern  part  of  the  road  plus  the  juction,  and  D-Troops 
A/0  just  to  the  east  of  C-Troops  with  the  additional  duty  of  escorting 
Initial  insertions.  There  were  a  total  of  26  spot  reports  submitted 
from  throughout  the  valley  which  included  sighting  and  marking  at  least 
10  tunnels,  liO  bunkers,  k  bridges  strong  enough  to  support  a  ton 
truck,  several  trails  around  tho  road,  many  AA  positions,  a  destroyed 
ton  truck,  numerous  foxholes,  numerous  truck  und  motor  cycle  tracks. 

Several  air  strikes  were  ei.$>loyed.  Additionally,  hostile  fire  was 
received  twice  and  returned.  One  individual  was  seen  and  taken  under 
fire  with  unknown  results .  Overall  it  was  an  excellent  day.  The 
Division  had  up  to  this  date  only  IflPs  on  the  road  and  this  day's  activities 
represented  the  first  extensive  aerial  reconnaissance  by  cavalry  elements. 
The  results  were  listed  in  an  unusually  long  2d  Bde  INSUM  for  that  evening. 

g.  25  November  1968  The  maneuver  portion  of  the  operation  began 
with  initial  air  assaults  into  LZ  Mary  (YA  784  917)  and  LZ  Susan  (YB  743 
041).  The  Cav  troops  conducted  VR's  in  the  immediate  areas  of  friendly 
insertions  and  reported  only  old  bunker  locations.  A-Troop  extracted 
a  LRP  and  one  A-Trp  LOH  had  to  be  slung  to  base  camp  because  of  fuel 
problems. 

h*  26  November  1963  The  cavaliy  A/fcs  were  again  along  the  road 
and  numerous  spot,  reports  were  recorded  which  included  over  20  huts, 
a  camouflaged  vehicle,  a  box  of  Soviet  TUT  in  Vlb  blocks,  numerous 
command  bunkers,  bunkers  along  the  road  every  50M.  A-Troop  reacted 
to  heavy  Snoopy  readings  with  neg  results.  One  CIDG  company  made  gun 
runs  were  put  irfto  the  area  until  contact  was  broken.  One  small 
secondary  explosion  was  recorded  from  an  air  strike.  C-Troop  received 
fire  twice*  The  Squdron  C«C  dusted-off  2  T5IA  CIDG,  one  of  which  later 
died* 


i*  27  November  1963  A-Troop  reported  into  an  A/0  near  the  Plei 
Trap  Vally,  however  at  0930  they  received  a  mission  change  and  reported 
to  the  3rd  Ddo  at  the  Oasis*  C-Troop  supported  CIDG  ground  moves  up 
the  valley,  VR'd  areas  and  reported  no  new  findings*  The  troop 
assisted  in  the  direction  of  several  air  strikes* 
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j*  20  November  I960  C-Troop  ms  usable  pQ  ettber  the  Afo  near  Plei 
Trap  Valley  until  1300  vhen  they  moved  to  covef  an  inserticw*  Early 
in  the  afternoon  they  received  a  mission  change  to  strike  an  ansny 
force  near  Plei  Mrong*  Neg  significant  results  in  the  i/0* 

k*  29  November  I960  C-Troop  worked  the  Plei  Trap  Valley  and  VR*d 
with  neg  unusual  results  until  noon  when  they  moved  farther  north  along 
the  road  to  check  out  intelligence  reports  that  two  enemy  regiments  were 
in  the  area*  Nothing  was  found  except  several  new  huts  with  eurronding 
foxhole**  At  1600,  C-Troop  covered  the  extraction  of  a  captured  French 
truck* 

1*  30  November  I960  C-Troop  returned  to  the  Plei  Trap  Valley  and 
aided  in  an  extraction  from  12s  Turkey  and  Susan  and  an  insertion  into  12 
Mile  High  (TA  936  933)  •  There  were  four  spot  reports  submitted  which 
Included  several  older  AA  positions  and  2  platoon  siaed  unit  night  locations* 

a*  1  December  I960  A-Troop  returned  to  the  Plei  Trap  A/0  and  reported  - 
a  tunnel  entrance  with  complementary  huts,  a  new  road  and  series  of  troilo* 

The  Squadron  wae  released  at  1200  from  the  operation*  At  13l*5  CPT  Boyd 
terminated  the  jump  CP  at  12  Swinger*  The  general  and  tactical  support 
provided  by  the  Squadron  terminated  also  at  this  time*  1/7 A?  remained 
on  12  Mary  Lou  until  6  December  I960*  < 

9*  (c)  RESULTS t  Operation  DEAD  END-TOLL  ROAD  resulted  in  one  30Cta  long 
abatis,  consisting  of  forty-seven  trees  felled  across  the  road,  some  of 
which  were  two  to  three  feet  in  diameter*  Two  side  hill  cfcts  were  blown 
causing  landslides  covering  the  road  in  two  places*  Two  large  craters 
200135120  feet  were  also  made  along  the  road*  A  total  of  sixteen  corduroyed 
bridges  and  15>9  bunkers  were  destroyed  along  with  eix  mortar  positions* 

10*  (C)  AOmilSTRATIVE  MATTERS*  Supply,  maintenance,  and  communication 
caused  no  problems,"  but'  were’  quite  satisfactory  throughout  the  operation* 

Beth  Air  Cav  Troops  returned  each  night  for  maintenance; mil  WdJ*  Two 
forward  TOCs  were  maintained  and  always1  were  in  constant  communication 
via  high  frequency  radio  and  PM  radio  with  each  other* 

11.  (C)  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES}  Snoopy  was  used  several  times 
In  conjunction  with  our  Air  Cuv  Troops  which  employed  CS  upon  finding  "heavy* 
readings  from  Snoopy*  This  method  worked  very  well,  but  results  were  negative* 

12*  (U)  REFERENCES  1 

a*  Uth  Infantry  Division  OPUtD  2U-60,  (QE'D  END-TOLL  ROAD)  SECRET. 

b*  2d  Infantry  Brigade  CP0ED 

c*  DET  D-2U,  5th  SFGA  QPORDi 
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OPERATION  TOLL  ROAD,  18  Nov  68* 
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DERI  RTUEiTT  OP  THE  4Mff 

HEADQUAISTEltS,  7TH  ARMORED  SQ&ADROH,  17TH  AIK  CAVAIfiT 
APO  Sun  Fr.incicco  96262 


AVQD-G-3  -  i*  foiaruaxy  1969 

SUBJECT:  Test  of  2*75  Rocket  as  an  Armor  Defeating  Munitions* 
i.  oggmt 

a*  The  7th  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  has  a  secondary  ndasion  of 
employing  organic  armed  helicopters  in  the  role  of  an  anti-tank  force* 

b.  This  unit  exchanged  the  UH-1C  Huey  helicopters  for  the  AH-1G 
Cobra  helicopters,  which  required  a  change  from  the  S3-11  weapons 
system  to  the  2.75"  rocket  system  as  an  anti-tank  defense  systen* 

c*  Ho  immediate  current  data  was  available  to  define  the  2.75  rocket 
as  an  anti-tank  defense  system*  Therefore,  an  actual  firing  test  was 
planned  and  conducted  by  this  unit. 

2*  TEST: 

a*  Day  and  night  firing  exercises  were  conducted  using  the  AH-1G 
Cobra  firing  H~l|88,  17  lbs  proxinity  fuse  (VT),  and  H-U90,  10  lbs  point 
detonating  fuse  (PD),  warheads  at  four  point  targets  consisting  of  three 
non-salvageable  APCs  and  one  French  armored  reconaissance  car.  These 
targets  were  approximately  250  meters  apart  in  both  open  terrain  covered 
with  trees. 

b.  The  firing  exercises  were  broken  down  into  six  basic  exercises 
as  follows: 


EXERCISE  TYPE  FIRE  TARGET  RANGE  ALTITUDE  REMARKS 

1  Lot"  level  1200~3000n  25-100ft  Pop  up 

2  Ilonial  angle  1200~3000n  2000ft  Ilornal  fire 

25-35degroeE 

3  High  angle  1000-2000n  above  3000ft 

35-60degreeo 

it  Low  level  1200-3000n  25-100ft  Fire  thru  trees 

5  Ilornal  angle  1200~3000n  2000ft  Fire  thru  trees 

6  High  angle  100-2000n  above3000ft  Fire  thru  treec 


c.  The  targets  were  acquired  from  property  disposal  at  Qui  Depot, 
transported  to  Camp  Enari  on  low  boys,  and  then  transported  to  the  firing 
area  by  a  CH-5U  helicopter. 


d.  Approximately  300  17  lb  HE,  (VT)  ar.d  approximately  250  10  lb 
Head,  (PD)  warhead  were  fired  during  the  test. 
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3.  TEST  RESULTS;  i. 

a.  The  10  lb  HEAT,  PD  fuse,  proved  to  be  an  effective  armor  defeating 
munitions.  This  warhead  penetrated  armor,  blew  off  accessories  which 
would  have  wounded  ground  personnel,  created  fragmentation  effect  with¬ 
in  the  vehicles,  and  blew  large  pieces  of  armor  as  far  as  50  meters  from 
the  target  area. 

b.  The  17  lb,  HE,  (VT)  fuse,  warhead  produced  minimal  damage  to 

the  armor  vehicles  and  indications  were  that  personnel  exposed,  both  ground 
and  crew  would  have  been  killed  or  wounded.  Direct  hits  did  not  penetrate 
the  APCs. 


c.  The  best  technique  of  fire  proved  to  be  the  normal  dive  angle, 
firing  a  minimum  of  four  pairs  of  rockets.  This  method  produced  at  least 
one  direct  hit  per  firing  aircraft  and  maximum  area  coverage.  Although 
the  low  level  popup  method  of  attack  furnished  the  least  exposure  time, 
it  is  a  less  accurate  method  of  attack. 

d.  Night  firing,  using  the  firefly  aircraft  to  pinpoint  and  illuminate 
targets,  proved  to  be  within  the  capability  of  this  unit  to  conduct  night 
attacks  upon  armored  vehicles.  Haze  and  terrain  contributed  to  less  firing 
accuracy  than  daylight  attacks. 

4.  CONCLUSION; 

a.  The  2.75"  HEAT  warhead  with  PD  fuse  is  an  effective  armor- 
defeating  munitions. 

b.  The  best  method  of  attack  is  normal  angle,  firing  approximately 
four  pairs  of  rockets  each  time. 

c.  The  17  lb  HEAT  warhead  with  PD  fuse  will  be  more  effective 
when  available  in  RVN. 

5.  AVAILABILITY  OF  TEST  DATA;  This  repott  is  not  a  final  report  of 
firing  test.  Any  agency  desiring  further  information  and/or  a  copy  of  the 
final  report  may  write  this  Headquarters,  ATTN:  S-3. 
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